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Graphics with scientific data become clearer when the colors are chosen carefully. It is convenient to have good default 
schemes ready for each type of data, with colors that are: 

• distinct for all people, including colorblind readers
• distinct from black and white (but including these in the palette)
• distinct on both screen and printed out 

With this in mind, we have compilied the following suggested color palettes from the document by Paul Tol.

Bright color scheme

Vibrant color scheme

Muted color scheme

Qualitative color schemes

Colorblind Palette Information

BLUE
#4477AA

68,119,170

BLUE
#0077BB
0,119,187

INDIGO
#332288
51,34,136

CYAN
#66CCEE

102,204,238

CYAN
#33BBEE

51,187,238

CYAN
#88CCEE

136,204,238

GREEN
#228833
34,136,51

TEAL
#009988
0,153,136

TEAL
#44AA99

68,170,153

YELLOW
#CCBB44

204,187,68

ORANGE
#EE7733

238,119,51

GREEN
#117733
17,119,51

RED
#EE6677

238,102,119

RED
#CC3311
204,51,17

OLIVE
#999933

153,153,51

PURPLE
#AA3377

170,51,119

MAGENTA
#EE3377

238,51,119

SAND
#DDCC77

221,204,119

GREY
#BBBBBB

187,187,187

GREY
#BBBBBB

187,187,187

ROSE
#CC6677

204,102,119

WINE
#882255
136,34,85

PURPLE
#AA4499

170,68,153

PALE GREY
#DDDDDD

221,221,221


